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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Perhaps I should represent myself first. I am Barbara Paternoster and I come from University of Ljubljana in Slovenia. To be more precise, I work at the Faculty of Mathematics and Physics of University of Ljubljana. I run Research and Development Office at the faculty and therefore I deal with different research projects funded by national, European and international funders. I have been working with European research projects since 6th Framework Program. I cooperate both in pre-award and post-award-phase on the operational level. My expertise are actually finance and not legal area nor ethics area itself. But in my day-to day work I meet both. Our group agreed that I start with my presentation that is the most basic one and then Fatma and Ida continue with their more specific presentations. So we are using from general to specific approach. My presentation is divided in three major parts. I shall first represent University of Ljubljana. In the second part, I will speak about research ethics and in the last part I will connect both parts representing the approach of University of Ljubljana to research ethics.
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University of Ljubljana (UL)

• Established in 1919.
• 26 full Members (3 art academies and 23 faculties) and 3 

associated Members (National University Library, 
University of Ljubljana Central Technical Library, 
University of Ljubljana Innovation-Development 
Institute).

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So now, let us see some facts about University of Ljubljana. It was established in 1919 in the capital city of Slovenia and it is the biggest and the oldest university in Slovenia. Altogether, there are 26 full members assembling the university: these are 23 faculties and 3 academies. So Faculty of Mathematics and Physics is a full member of the University of Ljubljana. To understand how we are working it is important to understand our organizational structure. University legal representative is rector. Since faculties and academies are autonomous there is another level of representatives. These are the faculties’ deans. Responsibilities are of course clearly defined. On the other hand, that kind of organization can lead to different way of working when comparing different faculties of the University of Ljubljana among each other. Basically general guidelines always come from the rectorate but on the level of faculties there are always possibilities to make the guidelines more detailed and this is where we get space for differentiation between the faculties. Due to a very diverse teaching and research areas of the faculties this can be easily understand. This can be taken as a logic consequence of that fact. But does that fact has any influence on preparation of new guidelines, I mean not just correction of the previous guidelines but something completely new? The nature of the faculties work should be taken into consideration of course but on the other hand, from the perspective of one institution that means really complex organization.
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UL in numbers in 2014

• Annual budget: 324,689,669 (EUR)
• Number of staff: 5,481; Number of students: 42,922
• Projects:

National research funding: 205 programs, 79 applied 
projects, 219 basic projects 
439 European projects
123 other international projects
648 projects with the industry/users of knowledge
12 scientific meetings

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When I was preparing my presentation, the final numbers for 2015 wasn’t collected yet. Therefore I am presenting the numbers for 2014. I hope you don’t mind. The numbers are just for a quick comparison so we can put our University to a bigger picture. We had the annual budget of 325 MIO EUR, almost 43 thousand of students and almost 5.500 of employees. I think we can say we are pretty big. I didn’t put that on the slide but you can also find University of Ljubljana in many different ranking lists. Our researchers are strongly involved in different research activities thru different types of projects. As I have already mentioned before we cooperate in projects funded by national, European and international agencies. 
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UL Scientific / Research areas 
• Natural sciences and mathematics
• Engineering sciences and technologies 
• Medical sciences 
• Biotechnical sciences
• Social sciences
• Humanities
• Interdisciplinary studies 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I already mentioned very diverse scientific areas where our researchers are active. These are natural sciences and mathematics, engineering sciences and technologies, medical sciences, biotechnical sciences, social sciences, humanities and of course interdisciplinary studies. So you can find us practically in all scientific areas. I spoke about the organization of the University of Ljubljana and about the autonomy of its faculties. This is probably the major reason for that kind of organization. It can be understand easily that there are many differences in teaching process as well as in research process of all university’s members. However, what does that mean from the ethics point of view?
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Ethics – what is it?

The basic concepts and fundamental principles of decent 
human conduct. It includes study of universal values such 
as the essential equality of all men and women, human or 
natural rights, obedience to the law of land, concern for 
health and safety and, increasingly, also for the natural
environment. See also morality.

Source: 
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/ethics.ht
ml#ixzz41ShWkIaC

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, now we can continue with the second part of the presentation. We have come to ethics. But what is it? What is ethics? The definition from the slide is taken from the dictionary. It says, “Ethics are the basic concepts and fundamental principles of decent human conduct. It includes study of universal values such as the essential equality of all men and women, human or natural rights, obedience to the law of land, concern for health and safety and, increasingly, also for the natural environment. See also morality”. I know you are all familiar with ethics thru your day-to-day work. So did you ever think about it in a way, how clear is the border between etic and non-ethic? Are there any grey shadows between the sides? Can we prevent the wrong approach when ethics is the case? Or, can we simply let us to get lost in the grey shadows?
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Research ethics 

Ethics is given the highest priority in EU funded research: 
all the activities carried out under Horizon 2020 must 
comply with ethical principles and relevant national, EU 
and international legislation, for example the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights of the European Union and the 
European Convention on Human Rights.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Looking from the perspective of research projects, we should highlight especially research ethics. EU funded research gives ethics the highest priority. All the activities carried out under Horizon 2020 must comply with ethical principles and relevant national, EU and international legislation, for example, the Charter of Fundamental rights of the European Union and the European convention on Human Rights. For all activities funded by the European Union, ethics is an integral part of research from beginning to end, and ethical compliance is seen as pivotal (pivitl) to achieve real research excellence. The most common ethical issues include:the involvement of children, patients, vulnerable populations,the use of human embryonic stem cells,privacy and data protection issues,Research on animals and non-human primates.It also includes the avoidance of any breach of research integrity, which means, in particular, avoiding fabrication, falsification, plagiarism (plejdžarism) or other research misconduct.
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Research ethics in H2020
Ethical research conduct implies the application of 
fundamental ethical principles and legislation to scientific 
research in all possible domains of research. The process 
to assess and address the ethical dimension of activities 
funded under Horizon 2020 is called the Ethics Appraisal 
Procedure.
It concerns all activities funded in Horizon 2020 and 
includes the Ethics Review Procedure, conducted before 
the start of the project, as well as the Ethics Checks and 
Audits.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If we go to Horizon 2020 research ethics then we find out that ethical research conduct implies the application of fundamental ethical principles and legislation to scientific research in all possible domains of research. The process to assess and address the ethical dimension of activities funded under Horizon 2020 is called the ethics Appraisal Procedure. It concerns all activities funded in Horizon 2020 and includes the Ethics Review Procedure, conducted before the start of the project, as well as the Ethics Checks and Audits.
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Ethics appraisal steps
Activity Who? When? How?

Ethics Self-assessment Applicant Application phase
Consideration of ethical 
issues of the proposal

Ethics
Pre-screening/Screening

Ethics experts Evaluation phase
Review of application 
material

Ethics Assessment
(for proposals involving hESC 
or raising 
serious ethical issues: severe 
intervention on humans)

Ethics experts
Evaluation/
Grant preparation phase

Review of application 
material

Ethics Check/Audit Ethics experts Implementation phase
Review of project 
deliverables/interview 
with applicants

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Next slide shows the activities within the Ethics appraisal procedure and it also shows for each step who takes care, when and how these steps should be performed. You can see there that indeed the phases thru application phase to implementation phase are the parts of this procedure. 
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Annotated Model Grant Agreement
Section 4: Other rights and obligations.
Article 34: Ethics
• Obligation to comply with ethical principles
• Activities raising ethical issues
• Activities involving human embryos or human 

embryonic stem cells
• Consequences of non-compliance

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are two types of ethics requirements. Requirements that you need to comply with during grant preparationduring the ongoing projectAll ethics requirements due after project start are automatically included in the grant agreement in the form of deliverables. These deliverables are known as 'ethics deliverables' and will be placed in an automatically generated work package called 'ethics requirements. In section 4 of Annotated Model Grant agreement, there is article 34 that talks about ethics. You can check for Obligation to comply with ethical principles, Activities raising ethical issues, Activities involving human embryos or human embryonic stem cells and of course about the Consequences of non-compliance.
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UL approach to Research Ethics issues
• General documents: 
EU Charter for Researchers, Code of Conduct for the 
Recruitment of Researchers, Charter of Fundamental 
Rights of the European Union, ethical rules and codes of 
each profession and scientific discipline 
• UL Internal documents
Code of Ethics for researchers at the UL, Code of Ethics of 
the UL, Rules and procedures from different UL members

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now we have slowly come to the final part - that is University of Ljubljana approach to Research Ethics issues. We have learned in the first part about the University of Ljubljana and about its organizational structure. In the second part I presented research ethics mostly from the Horizon 2020 point of view.   In previous framework programs, faculties took care to perform all the necessary ethics steps without any special guidelines from the main office. There weren’t any general approach to ethics before. It was mostly treated on a case by case basis. Due to ethics position in Horizon2020, the main office started preparing the basis for general guidelines that could serve the researchers of all Faculties of University of Ljubljana.  Before that, they have also checked the existence of national and faculties’ ethics committees and related rules and procedures. Starting from some general documents like EU Charter for Researchers, Code of Conduct for the Recruitment of Researchers, Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, ethical rules and codes of each profession and scientific discipline the main office prepared some internal documents. These are Code of Ethics for researchers at the University of Ljubljana and Code of Ethics of the University of Ljubljana. The Code of Ethics for researchers at the UL discusses general ethical issues, which arise in all research activities. Each researcher shall abide by the ethical standards compliant with his specific field of research (e.g. medicine, social work, sociological studies, animal testing work, …).
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Ethics committees on the national level

• Medical Ethics Committee (Ministry of Health)
• Animal Experimentation Ethics Committee (Ministry of 

Agriculture, Forestry and Food)

regulated by Slovenian law

Presenter
Presentation Notes
On the national level, there are 2 ethics committees. These are Medical Ethics Committee that works in the frame of Ministry of Health and Animal Experimentation Ethics Committee that works in the frame of Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Food. Slovenian law of course regulates both of them. So in case you need any opinion, position or decision  about ethics issues in medicine or veterinarian discipline these committees are probably the right address to deal with.
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UL Ethics committees
for optimum protection of the interests and well-being of
participants in scientific and research work
• Ethics committee for sport (Faculty of Sport)
• Faculty of Arts Ethics Committee
• Faculty of Education Ethics committee
• the rest of UL members don‘t have any special ethics 

committees; responsible persons for ethic issues are 
deans

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some faculties that identified ethics issues most often has established their internal ethics committees. The goal of these committees is optimum protection of the interests and well-being of participants in scientific and research work. That kind of committees are established at the Faculty of Sport, Faculty of Arts and at the Faculty of Education. The rest of UL members don‘t have any special ethics committees; responsible persons for ethic issues are deans who should ensure that researchers will respect all international ethical standards valid for the specific field of work or research, among others also in the field of research of individuals, which might have influence on their status and reputation.
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• Program of regular informing of researchers about the 
UL ethical principles and codes of ethics on the 
research area

• Current UL activities related to H2020 requests for 
compliance with EU ethical and fundamental rights

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The University of Ljubljana adopted the Code of Ethics in order to provide ethical behaviour standards to guide teachers, researchers and doctoral students when ethical issues arise. All decisions in regard to their academic research work (irrespective of the source of funding) require compliance with the ethical principles of  the UL as adopted in the Code of Ethics of the UL, the Code of Ethics for researchers at the UL and the Code of Ethics for researchers in the EU. Each individual should act responsibly, identify possible ethical issues and gain instructions from his superiors or acceptance from the ethics committee of their faculty.University of Ljubljana has started to inform researchers and students about the ethics in research. This is performed in the frame of Program of regular informing of researchers about the UL ethical principles and codes of ethics on the research area. Each new employee receives a Code of Ethics of UL and a Code of Ethics for researchers at the UL and then sign a commitment to respect and observe the ethical principles listed so far. The same procedure goes to doctoral students who sign their commitment at the beginning of the study year. The students on the 1st and on the 2nd degree are only informed about the existence of ethical principles at the beginning of each study year. Faculties include this program in their yearly work program each year.Although it sounds formalistic, some EU guidelines suggest to start thinking about ethics while designing research protocols and not to wait until the last minute to seek advice or check what is required under national and European legislation. We can help our researchers to start thinking in advance by this so-called awareness campaign.Another step the rectorate would like to make is establishing the special ethics committee mostly for research projects that involve research of individuals, which might have influence on their status and reputation. It would also take care for the respect of research integrity. In opposite to other internal committees this one would be available to all members of the University of Ljubljana. Experiences with establishing this body will contribute the members of the existing internal ethics committees and external consultants.



TN1302: BESTPRAC

Meeting Date

• Sources:
• https://www.uni-lj.si/
• http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/cross-

cutting-issues/ethics_en.htm
• http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/

h2020-amga_en.pdf
• http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/ethics.html#ixzz41ShWkIaC
• http://ec.europa.eu/euraxess/index.cfm/rights/whatIsAResearcher

https://www.uni-lj.si/
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/cross-cutting-issues/ethics_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/data/ref/h2020/grants_manual/amga/h2020-amga_en.pdf
http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/ethics.html#ixzz41ShWkIaC
http://ec.europa.eu/euraxess/index.cfm/rights/whatIsAResearcher


TN1302: BESTPRAC

Meeting Date

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The University of Ljubljana adopted the Code of Ethics in order to provide ethical behaviour standards to guide teachers, researchers and doctoral students when ethical issues arise. All decisions in regard to their academic research work (irrespective of the source of funding) require compliance with the ethical principles of  the UL as adopted in the Code of Ethics of the UL, the Code of Ethics for researchers at the UL and the Code of Ethics for researchers in the EU. Each individual should act responsibly, identify possible ethical issues and gain instructions from his superiors or acceptance from the ethics committee of their faculty.University of Ljubljana has started to inform researchers and students about the ethics in research. This is performed in the frame of Program of regular informing of researchers about the UL ethical principles and codes of ethics on the research area. Each new employee receives a Code of Ethics of UL and a Code of Ethics for researchers at the UL and then sign a commitment to respect and observe the ethical principles listed so far. The same procedure goes to doctoral students who sign their commitment at the beginning of the study year. The students on the 1st and on the 2nd degree are only informed about the existence of ethical principles at the beginning of each study year. Faculties include this program in their yearly work program each year.Although it sounds formalistic, some EU guidelines suggest to start thinking about ethics while designing research protocols and not to wait until the last minute to seek advice or check what is required under national and European legislation. We can help our researchers to start thinking in advance by this so-called awareness campaign.Another step the rectorate would like to make is establishing the special ethics committee mostly for research projects that involve research of individuals, which might have influence on their status and reputation. It would also take care for the respect of research integrity. In opposite to other internal committees this one would be available to all members of the University of Ljubljana. Experiences with establishing this body will contribute the members of the existing internal ethics committees and external consultants.
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